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Iﬁs\ﬁc urns bound

for return to Arlington

8Y CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT

'meowwofapair'ofmwerlng
urns that were nﬂgi

‘The nine-foot-tall marble urns,
which were replaced during a ren-
ovation of the amphitheaterin the
mid-1990s, were to have been put
up for public sale this weekend by
‘the Potomack Company, an Alex-
andria auction house.

Batafterbeing informed by The
Washington Post of the sale, the
Department of the Army, which

oversees the cemetery, asked the
auction house to postpone, “pend-
ing additional research to deter-
mine rightful ownership and dis-
position.”

Several preservation groups ex-
pressed outrage that the urns,
which appear in many historic
photographs of the cemetery, were
to be sold to the highest bidder.

On Tuesday afternoon, several
Army officials visited the anction
house, said they would gladly ac-
cept the urns and started making
plans to reclaim ownership. Hew
Wolfe, the Army’s historic preser-
vation officer, said that it was not
yet clear what the Army would do
with the urns but that they wonld
erly be puton display, perhaps at

e

Historic urns won’t
g0 lo auction block

URNS FROM B1

the cemetery or ata museum, such
as the one being built at Fort
Belvoir.

The return of the urns may
please preservationists who had
the Army for not better
protecting the artifacts, butit does
not end the mystery of how they
mdedupinpﬂmhlndsinthé

pose” oftheurns. -

The design plans for the proj-
o, Do, dloisd it e
urns be preserved, ustin G.
Bu]ler, the cemetery’s associate

‘general counsel. He said
'me;dhy that the Virginia Depart-
mentof Historic Resources, which
protects against the discarding of
historic artifacts, reviewed and
appwvédthmplam

‘The urns incident has spurred
the cemetery to seek listing on the
National Register of Historic Plac-
s, Wolfe said. The designation

. would document the site’s monu-

ments and help protect its arti-
facts.

Kathryn Condon, the new exec-
utive director of the Army Ceme-
teries program, expressed s
prise las]}smweek ﬂla.;thbcemetery
wasnot. andpl #dtmwrk

H ﬂ:shom of Confeder-
ton ouse, e
ate Gen. Robert E. Lee that sits in
the middle of the cemetery but is
by the National Park
Service, is on the National Regis-
ter.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation welcomed the return
oftheumﬂ\;oth;ﬁnlmm"whm
we hope they will be conserved,
properly interpreted and accessi-
ble to the public,” said Stephanie
Meeks, the groups president.
“While this was mpoﬂﬂbvee out-
come, we Comi!nl& to con-
cerned ¢ the I .1) of

Fyhohoan:

%!m:&:mtm ef our :
h:rlmem end up on the auction -
‘historic ele-

block, and replacing
ments with replicas, is dmply not
acceptable.”

The urns, carved w&t‘h, eagles,
serpents and rams’ heads, were a
key part of the amphitheater,
which is adjacent to the Tomb of

the Unknowns, The amphitheater,

made of Danby marble quarried
from Vermont, was designed by

Army h]mﬂcmmﬂﬂmﬂﬂhuﬂew Woalfe, left, with mtﬁnu
returning

dealer Darryl Savage,

tween the urns, presided over the
inment of remanﬁ at the Tomb

Carrere and Hastings, one of the

“most. prominent architecture

firms of the early 20th century.
The urns flanked the amphithe-
ater stngewhere d.ignitn.rieus,m’uzuf
ther for
Memorial Day and Veterans Day
ies, It's where Presid
Warren G Harding, standing be-

At his antiqu awre,Savage
had priced the gair of wns at

ted 7
between $20,040 and $40,000,

In a statemmt, S8avage said he
purchased theirns “for a substan-

the urns and their pedestals,

tial price” and did so “with full
confidence about their owner-
ship.”

He said he was glad the nrns
were finally being reco; “for
their cultural, historical and emo-
tional significance. ... It is my
hope that this situanon will bring
more attention to the need to pro-
tect our country’s architectiral
legacy and heritage.”
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