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The oemenary beset by ioning over its stewardship of Beiican, ghore
veterans’ graves, is unable t to explain why historic urns were
removed from its care and are now awaiting the highest bidder.

fice. “Ttraises some red flags forus, and we An (Mglnal, below G

have some very significant concerns In place since 1920, the marble fixtures

about the cemm stewardship of this have become weathéred. Design details
historic place.” include rams’ heads and eagles.

How the urns, witness to so many pub-
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rial Amphi-

lic landed in private hands is

waeekmd,hmvex,thetwoms,
by the same firm that built the

New York Public Library and the Russell
Senate and Cannon House office build-

rather are set to be up for sale at the
Potomack Company, an Alexandria auc-
tion house.

The urns are literally “a piece of histo-
ry,” as the antiques dealer who
them likes to say. But their historic value
— evident in photos of presidential visits
since Woodrow Wilson dedicated the me-
morial in 1920 — is exactly why preserva-
tionists were stunned to learn that they
are being sold to the highest bidder.

“It’s alarming to see portions of our
nationallegacy being sold off,” said Robert
Nieweg, director of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation’s southern field of-

theater, ad;acemmthe'lbmbofﬂml!n— .
knowns.
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on the open preservationists say.
Since 1997, the urns have been at DHS

Modern replacements were | installed in
the mid-1990s when the Memorial
Amphitheater underwent restoration.




Arhngton cemetery S hlstorlc urns turn up at auction
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not provide details about how the

urns or balusters were to be dis-

posed of, said Gary Tallman, an
spokesman.

Army !

Missing paperwork has been an
ongoing source of trouble as the
Avmy has struggled with manage-
ment issues at the cemetery. Last
summer, Army officials told a Sen-
ate committee that they could not
find more than a dozen contracts
that were part of the cemetery’s
failed effort to digitize its burial
records.

Tallman also could not say Fri-
day whether the cemetery had
sought input from the agencies
that monitor disposal of govern-
ment property and preservation

of historic artifacts.

“Thisis just another example of
the poor contract management at
Arlington Cemetery in recent
years, and this cannot continue,”
Sen. Claire Mwaslﬂll (D-Mo,) said
in
“Both the Army and the contrac-
‘tors responsible for this have some
eﬁmﬂns to do to the American

year she co-sponsored legislation
o lold the Army accountable for.
lie cemetery’s graves.
N Fulton, a spokesman for
said a subcontractor on the
amphitheater renovation, Paglia-
ro Brothers Stone of Upper Marl-
baro, was tasked with disposing of
theurns. Bob Benedetti;a
viee presldeut, said late
that he did not know what had
h to the urns.
“I'would suspect that they were
for said.

The Memorial Amphitheater has been the setting for many
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sald."l'hereisno‘thlnglmdo
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The Army, meanwhile, is con-
tinuing to investigate how the
urns ended up in private hands,
and on Friday it asked the auction
house to “halt the sale pending
additional research to determine
ﬂshtﬂﬂ ownership and disposi-
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WEms, Mewag of the National

for sale “doesn’t bother me.” he

‘Trust, also called on the auction
hmemmwmenhmdum

. Veterans Day.
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letter to the National Trust, Kath-

cemetery had not been land-

marked and that her staff would
look in

Carol Shull, chief of Heritage
EducaﬂonSetvlm(ortheNaﬂon-

assumed been
listed. Wheanshe
was incredulous. Shull checked
!hewmda mdconﬂrmedﬂm

but Arllng'rnn House, the home of
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee

that sits in the cemetery but is
maged by the National Park

Them is no doubt the amphi-
theater would be eligible. Located

Unknowns in 1921. And it's where
Vice President Biden stood last

Designed by Carrere and Hast-
ings, one of the most prominent
architecture firms of the early
20th century, the amphitheater is
made of Danby marble quarried

monument to the heroic dead ever
erected by any nation.” The urns,

“They are absolutely gorgeous;”
said Mark Alan Hewitt, an archi-

tectwho co-wroteabookon Carre- |

re and Hastings. “They're just su-

b and very prominent in the

So to take ﬂmm nﬁseem!
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niches that frame the stage, an |
intas:;dmmd!ymbollcpmaﬁhe

are public objects that are owned
byﬂofus,muhmldbe!‘ o
wqtﬂﬂns the urns, Sav-

house ¢
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$40,000.

wumwm,’ the auction house
owner, said she hopes a philan-
thropist will buy them and donate
them to a museum or return them

'ms a public auction anfews

) she said. “The
hizhestbiddetistbevdimez*
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